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SAVE THE DATE.  Saturday, April 22, 
from 11 am to 4 pm for the annual "Trash 
to Art" Earth Day event at Caledon State 
Park. The event is free. Transportation is 
provided to and from the Potomac River 
beach. Trash bags and safety gloves 
provided by Alice Ferguson Foundation. 
Collect beach litter and create fun 
sculptures at the park pavilion with prizes 
awarded. This annual event is a fun activity 
for individuals, families, and clubs/groups 
of all ages. Bring a bag lunch. For creating 
sculpture, bring basic tools and supplies: 
string, wire, pliers, utility scissors, hole 
punch/awl. Event is supported by the 
Fredericksburg Center for the Creative 
Arts, the Alice Ferguson Foundation, Local 
Services and Friends of Caledon.
  Registration: Phone 540-663-3861 
or E-mail: Caledon@dcr.virginia.gov.  
Provide name, phone number, email and 
number in party. Questions: contact Carrol 
Morgan at 540-760-6928.

By Cathy Ambrose Smith

Big O’s Bike Nights brought 
generous crowds to Amy’s Cafe

  We had a wonderful turnout for Big 
O Bike Shop’s annual fundraiser, 
in support of FCCA’s Art Outreach 
programs. Darin “Big O” and “Kerry 
O” O’Shields put on quite a show at 
Amy’s Café, which was packed every 
Thursday night in February. They 
raised $4,900. FCCA members were 
presented with a giant check March 7,  
respresenting the many donations given 
in February. Each Thursday evening 
brought out a wonderful, enthusiastic 
and generous crowd who supported 

$4,900 raised for FCCA Art Outreach

Cathy Ambrose Smith, left, and Jennifer Galvin, show their surprise at the giant 
check amount of $4,900, presented by Darin O’Shields and Kerry O’Shields. Photo 
by Lee Cochrane.

Turn ‘Trash to Art’ April 22 
at Caledon State Park

Celebrate Earth Day

the Youth and Senior Art Education 
programs, which the FCCA started 
almost ten years ago. This Big O Bike 
Night fundraiser will fund our 2023-24 
outreach programs at Hazel Hill and 
Heritage Park. (Both are HUD housing 
units in Fredericksburg, Va.)    
  Current funding for teachers’ stipends 
and supplies is being supported by 
a Transurban Express Lanes Grant. 
These art classes have always been free 
for the students.     
  We very much appreciate the 
continual support we receive from the 
Big O Bike Shop.

An Earth 
Day artwork 
made a few 

years ago at 
the Caledon 

State Park 
Trash to Art 

event.
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Thank You  For Your DonationFor Your Donations  s  

  We were pleased to welcome the Riverside 
Classical Communications Home School Group 
to the FCCA, in February. This is the first school 
group that’s toured since COVID.
  We shared some of the early history of the 
building which was completed in 1785 by John 
Brownlow. The first owner was James Brown, 
a skilled silversmith of the period. Thus the 
building became known as The Silversmith 
House. 
  In the Frederick Gallery the exhibit was ‘All 
Photograpy.’ Many styles of camera were 
shown. The role of a juror in selecting who gets 
to be in the show and the juror's role to give 
the awards were mentioned. The students  and 
parents viewed the Frederick Gallery exhibit 
before going down to the Member’ Gallery.
  Featured there was the “Celebrating Black 
Artists” exhibit. In this colorful show each artist 
and art work had a story to tell. Now came the 
time when I said, “Enjoy these beautiful art 
works as if you are the juror. Please place a ‘My 
choice for Best in Show’ ribbon on your favorite  
work.” As a retired art teacher I loved the 
independent thinking and responses these young 
people exhibited.  
  We were very glad they visited and hope they 
return as a school group as well as maybe a 
family outing. We share new exhibits 11 months 
per year in both our galleries. We enjoy sharing 

Friend Level Memberships:
Ann Holt
Donations:
Beverly Bley
Big O's Bike Shop
Rachel Bivans
Teresa Blatt
In Memory of Norma Cooley
Jean Clyburn
In Memory of Hillary Worthy Thoren
Nita Bowen
Carrol Morgan
Charlotte Burrill
Elizabeth Shumate

By Charlotte Burrill

A student visiting  the FCCA galleries, 
chooses their best in show.

Home school group tours FCCA exhibits

Happy Day
Acrylic by 

Karen 
Weingartner, 

Artist Choice 
Regional Exhibit, 

April 2023.
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Two new jurors bring more perspective, experience to gallery

Carrol Morgan

By Carrol Morgan 
Frederick Gallery Curator

Curator’s CornerCurator’s Corner

Frederick Gallery Exhibits Schedule
May  – Life’s Patterns 
All-Media National Juried Exhibit
Exhibit dates: April 29 – May 26
Juror: Sandra D. Davis
Entries deadline: April 7, 4 pm
Jurying: April 11, 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: April 12
Deadline for delivery of selected work: April 28, 4 pm
Exhibit opens: April 29
Awards selection/videotape juror talk: April 30, 4 pm
First Friday: May 5, noon-8:30 pm
Juror Talk/Awards: View on FCCA YouTube/social 
media beginning May 5 (TBD)
Exhibit closed: May 26, 4 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: May 27 or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: May 27
  Sandra D. Davis is a multidisciplinary artist and 
likes to experiment with materials with a focus 
on mixed media, using components like acrylics, 
found paper, newspaper, and magazines, keeping 
a recycled theme. Sandra’s current work is a direct 
response to social issues happening in our country, 
including present grievances, inequality, and 
identity of others. Sandra has curated and co-curated 
exhibitions for the Women’s Caucus for Art since 
2019. Sandra also regularly shows her art throughout 
the DMV area.
  Sandra graduated from the Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh in 1981, where she met her husband 
Aaron of 40 years. Her art career was put on hold 
while she pursued a career in retail and banking. In 
2009 she once again focused on her art. Her first 
solo was in 2012 at the Center for Green Urbanism. 
Sandra joined the Women’s Caucus for Art 2013 
where she currently serves as the Exhibition 
Committee Chair. https://wcadc.org. Sandra also 
serves as a board member for the National Women’s 
Caucus for Art, 2022 conference committee 
member, as well as president elect for 2024. https://
nationalwca.org 

June – Artist Choice 
Regional All-Media Juried Exhibit
Exhibit dates: May 27 - June 30
Juror: Ashe Laughlin
Entries deadline: May 5, 4 pm
Jurying: May 9, 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: May 10
Deadline for delivery of selected work: May 26, 4 pm
Exhibit opens: May 27
Awards selection/videotape juror talk: May 28, 4 pm
First Friday: June 2, noon-8:30 pm
Juror Talk/Awards: View on FCCA YouTube/social 
media beginning June 2
Exhibit closes: June 30, 4 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: July 1, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: June 25
  Ashe Laughlin is an arts educator and artist who 
lives in Rapidan, Va. He has taught in university 
settings for over 20 years. He is Assistant Professor 
of Painting and Drawing at the University of Mary 
Washington, and he served as adjunct and then 
Senior Lecturer of Art at Texas State University 
from 2001-2015, where he taught drawing, painting, 
and design courses. Since moving to Virginia in 
2015, Ashe has taught at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and the University of Mary Washington. 
Ashe received a M.F.A. from the School of Visual 
Arts in New York and a BA in studio art from 
the University of Texas at Austin. Ashe’s work is 
focused on painting in oil and acrylic and drawing in
conventional media as well as (mixed media) 
paint pen on multiple layers of plexiglass. His 
work has been exhibited throughout the US, and 
he is currently included in a group exhibition titled 
“Ransome 2” at Wayferers BK gallery in Brooklyn, 
NY. Ashe currently serves as a member of the board 
of directors of the Arts Center of Orange, Va.
July – Touch of Red
All-Media National Juried Exhibit
Exhibit dates: July 1 – July 28,
Juror: Ward Saunders
Entries deadline: June 2, 4 pm
Jurying: June 6, 11 am

Notifications by phone or email: June 7
Deadline for delivery of selected work: June 30, 4 pm
Exhibit opens: July 1
Awards selection/videotape juror talk: July 2, 4 pm
First Friday: July 7, noon-8:30 pm Juror Talk/
Awards: View on FCCA YouTube/social media 
beginning July 7
Exhibit closes: July 28, 4 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: July 29, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: July 28
August  –  Artist Choice
Regional All-Media Juried Exhibit
Exhibit dates: July 29 – Aug. 25,
Juror: TBD
Entries deadline: July 7, 4 pm
Jurying: July 11, 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: July 12
Deadline for delivery of selected work: July 28, 4 pm
Exhibit opens: July 29
Awards selection/Videotape Juror Talk: July 30, 4 
pm (TBD)
First Friday: Aug. 4, noon-8:30 pm
Juror Talk/Awards: View on FCCA YouTube/social 
media beginning Aug. 4
Exhibit closes: Aug. 25, 4 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: Aug. 26, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: Aug.26
September  –  Viewpoints
All-Media National Juried Exhibit
Exhibit dates: Aug. 26 – Sept. 29
Juror: TBD
Entries deadline: Aug. 4, 4 pm
Jurying: Aug. 8, 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: Aug.9
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Aug. 25, 4 pm
Exhibit opens: Aug. 26
Selection of Awards/Videotape Juror Talk: Aug. 27, 
4 pm (TBD)
First Friday: Sept. 1, noon-8:30 pm
Juror Talk/Awards: View on FCCA YouTube/social 
media beginning Sept. 1
Exhibit closes: Sept. 29, 4 pm

  It’s spring time in Fredericksburg and 
wonderful new juried exhibits in the FCCA 
Frederick Gallery have brought new visitors to 
our historic gallery in record numbers. We want 
to welcome all visitors and invite our community 
members to join and support our all-volunteer 
non-profit organization which has provided free 
admission to a contemporary art gallery since 

1963. YES, we will be celebrating our 60th Anniversary in 2023. 
  I am excited to have new jurors this year who bring their fresh 
perspective to our exhibitions. Rebecca Carpenter of Morgantown, 
Pa., recently juried and judged the April “Artist Choice” and 

selected an exciting exhibit of varied media in sizes ranging from 
monumental to petite. Learn more about Rebecca at https:/ www.
rebeccacarpenterimagery.com 
   Sandra D. Davis of Gaithersburg, Md., will jury and judge the 
May “Life’s Patterns” national exhibit. Sandra brings a wealth 
of experience in curating exhibitions and creating art in mixed 
media. See her bio in this newsletter and learn more about Sandra 
at https://www.imagerybydavis.com/about 
  Our Frederick Gallery exhibitions committee has room for more 
volunteers and is in need of a highly motivated curator-in-training 
to prepare for the future. If you have interest and time please 
contact me at curator@fccagallery.org or 540-760-6928. I would 
love to meet and greet prospective volunteers at our monthly First 
Fridays between 5 and 8:30 pm.
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Frederick GalleryFrederick Gallery

Honorable Mention
Dreaming, by Carly Bridges, Fredericksburg, Va.
Red 3, by Rebecca Carpenter, Morgantown, Pa.

Carl 2, by Kath Loose, Fredericksburg, Va.
Time Slips Away, by Kevin Whichello, Fredericksburg, Va.

1st Place: Self 2022, by Kath Loose, Fredericksburg, Va.

March - ‘Faces & Figures’ National Exhibit

2nd Place: Hope Incubating, by Phyllis Graudszus, Unionville, Va.

3rd Place: Hell Hath No Fury Like a Woman Scorned, by 
Rachel Hodge, Fredericksburg, Va.

Juror’s Talk: https://youtu.be/uUMy55-kmbA

Juror: Nicole Horn
  I was honored to choose the art that makes up 
the FCCA Faces and Figures show. I used three 
main criteria for my selections. The first criterion 
was that the work told a story including figures 
or faces. Secondly, I discerned if the medium 
chosen by the artist expressed their story and 
conveyed their idea. The third criterion I looked 
at was the artist’s skill in using their media. The 
story could be complex or simple but I feel we 
should have some kind of strong response to the 
artwork and the medium and technique should 
support the telling of that story.
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April - ‘Artist Choice’ Regional Exhibit
Juror: Rebecca Carpenter

  Rebecca W. Carpenter is a 
photographer and mixed-media collage 
artist. She primarily explores the figure 
and abandoned spaces and enjoys 
creating two and three-dimensional 
series. Creating a compelling story is her 
primary goal when making art.
  Rebecca holds a Master of Art 
Education from Virginia Commonwealth 
University and an undergraduate BS 
degree in Art Education K-12 from 

Appalachian State University. She taught art for many years 
as she and her husband traveled around the country while he 
served in the U.S. Army. While living in Virginia, she went 
back to school at NOVA and earned an Associate degree in 
Photography. Rebecca is affiliated with several art organizations, 
including being a board member at the FCCA. She is an award-
winning artist who has had several solo, duo, and group art 
shows in the DMV area. Her portfolio can be accessed via 
her website: www.rebeccacarpenterimagery.com, Instagram 
@rcarpenterphotography and FaceBook at Becky Womble 
Carpenter

1st Place: Soul Sediment #2, by Joseph DiBella, 
Fredericksburg, Va.

2nd Place: Off Season, by Barbara Powderly, Bumpass, Va.

3rd Place: Heaven’s Alibi, by Bev Ulrich, Louisa, Va.

Honorable Mention
Abby, by Amanda Krauss, Stafford, Va.
Market Day, by Pamela Moniz, Spotsylvania, Va.
Sea Glass, by Diane Preus, Murrysville, Pa.
The Gift, by Timoth Stephens, Frederick, Md.

Frederick GalleryFrederick Gallery
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Members’ GalleryMembers’ Gallery

  The desire to create and appreciate art and 
music is as inherent as language to humankind 
and just as important in binding us together.   
  Becoming an artist is a lifelong work in 
progress. What I think I’ve learned so far is 
this. Regardless of the subject, regardless 
of the medium or style, art is first, last, and 
always about feeling. Whether photorealistic 
or abstract the end purpose of art is not just 
to communicate a visual image, but what the 
artist feels. My experience is that the work 
never coincides perfectly with what I’d hoped 
it would look like. But, If it captures something 
of the feeling I was after well enough for others 
to sense it, I am always deeply grateful. 
  On rare occasions, an artist may miraculously 
catches lightning in a bottle. They know that 
they are responsible for the image and every 
speck of material on the canvas. But, there is 
something there that transcends what they did, 
something they cannot take credit for. It's a gift 
that demands both humility and gratitude.

Jim Ramsbotham
April Exhibit

Dan Ramsey
May Exhibit

  I had always shown an interest in art growing 
up, so at 8 years of age, my parents enrolled me in 
weekend art classes at Penn State University in State 
College Pa. After high school I attended the Cooper 
School of Art in Cleveland, Ohio. Some years later 
I became part owner of an advertising agency called 
Adventure. For the next 44 years I was involved in 
the sign graphics business. I still do it on a part time 
basis. All the while, I still draw and paint things 
which I enjoy.
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  In preparation for my degree in art education I had the 
opportunity to explore many different media and techniques. I 
enjoyed exploring the boundaries of possibilities. My main goal 
in the work that I create today is to stimulate the thinking of my 
viewer: to combine materials and media in a way that is both 
whimsical while also possibly provocative and, maybe novel. 
If I can recycle materials that produce new life, that is even 
better. I like to think of my work as eclectic, experimental, and 
conceptual. 
  When creating, I think of my work as process: What is it that 
I want to express and what are the materials and medium that 
combine with my concept that best express what I want to say 
and where I hope to take my audience. I also hope to make 
my work interactive by engaging my audience in possibly 
participating in how my work is viewed or experienced. 
Humans do not exist in vacuums: we are constantly interacting 
with and being shaped by our environments. I want what I 
create to invite the viewer to engage and grow.  
  While some of my work may be ascetically pleasing, that is 
not my goal. My hope is that my work expands the thinking of 
my audience and possibly contributes something meaningful 
and lasting. 
  Lately, I have been intrigued with what I can do with recycled 

Members’ GalleryMembers’ Gallery

materials in making objects of visual art. Some of these works are 
part of a recent series that I have created using recycled window 
sashes and recycled left over fabric pieces and sewing notions. 
The window sashes came from a building project that I recently 
completed. I couldn’t throw the sashes out feeling sure that I 
would imagine some way to recycle them into imagined frames for 
some artwork. Then I started playing around with leftover scraps 
of fabric and then knew what I wanted to do: Create meditative 
images that one might imagine look at through a window of their 
home. And here you have it! 
I have been in the process of creating art from as early as I can 
remember and entered my first art show and won my first prize for 
my work at the age of 6 years old. I hope to continue on this path 
for the rest of my life.

Elizabeth B. Shumate 
May Exhibit
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Tuesday, Wednesday, closed
First Friday: noon-8:30 p.m.

Where Art and History Meet

A PARTNER OF THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

 
A PARTNER OF THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 

 
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_____________________________________CITY_______________________STATE____ZIP_______ 
 

PHONE(S)_____________________________________EMAIL_______________________________________ 
 

Select level of tax deductible membership participation: 
[ ] Individual $30          [ ] Friend $50‐99    [ ] Patron $300‐499 
[ ] Family (includes children under 18) $35    [ ] Donor $100‐249    [ ] Fellow $500‐999 
[ ] Senior (62+) (OR Full‐time Student) $20    [ ] Sponsor $250‐299    [ ] Benefactor $1,000+ 
 

FCCA Membership: [ ] Renewal or [ ] New member        Today’s Date__________________ 
Cash $___________ Charge $___________ Pay Pal $___________ Check $___________Check#___________  
 
[ ] I PREFER TO RECEIVE FCCA NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL [ ] I PREFER TO RECEIVE FCCA NEWSLETTER BY USPS [ ] BOTH 
[ ] I AM AN ARTIST AND WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE COPIES OF EXHIBIT CALLS‐FOR‐ENTRIES/PROSPECTUSES BY USPS  
 
I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER:     Docent     Teach Classes     Public Relations     Building & Grounds     Hospitality & Receptions 
   Exhibits     Fund Raising     Photography     Archiving     Executive Leadership     Other__________________________________ 

Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts 
Membership Application 

Complete and mail/deliver to: FCCA Membership Chair 
813 Sophia Street, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

#

Performance Art
Musician Steve 

Bell volunteers his 
guitar skills with a 

performance at the 
March 3 First Friday. 
Steve plays classical 

guitar at many 
First Fridays at the 
Silversmith House. 
Photo by Charlotte 

Burrill.


