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The Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts is a non-profit, all-volunteer  501 c (3) organization and a partner of the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts of Richmond. The FCCA presents new art exhibits each month, along with special 
programs and events, and art classes for all ages, to the Fredericksburg community. The FCCA is located in the 
Historic Silversmith House, circa 1785, at 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, Va. The center is open Monday,Thursday 
and Friday, noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday,1-4 p.m. First Friday, noon-8:30 p.m. The center is 
closed Tuesday and Wednesday. Established 1963. For more info, call 540-373-5646 or visit www.fccagallery.org.

This project was supported, in part, by 
the Virginia Commission for the Arts, 
which receives support from the 
Virginia General Assembly and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a 
federal agency.

  We had a wonderful turnout for Big O Bike 
Shop’s annual fundraiser, in support of FCCA’s 
Art Outreach programs. Darin and Kerry 
O’Shields put on quite a show at Amy’s Café, 
which was packed every Thursday night in 
August. Great fun and delicious food for all!    
  They raised $6,000! Each evening brought 
out a wonderful, enthusiastic and generous 
crowd who supported the Youth and Senior 
Art Education programs, which the FCCA 
started 10 years ago. This Big O Bike Night 

  Hello all FCCA members! I’m 
asking for help in finding a 
volunteer to take over the 
Treasurer’s position from me.  I’ve 
been your treasurer for the last 
eight years and will need to resign 
this year because of some medical 
issues that have arisen as well as it 
just being time. I would ask you 
that you all help me find someone I 
can train for this position either 
through skills you have or know of 
a friend, family member or 
acquaintance who might be 
interested in helping FCCA..
  The position requires familiarity 
with the use of QuickBooks for 
tracking income and expenses and 
some familiarity with budget 
development. Once trained you will 

Help us find a new treasurer for FCCA
by Lee Owens Treasurer

need to commit to approximately 
15 hours per month with more time 
in August and September for 
budget development and end of FY 
closeout. You will also need time in 
January to plan and submit the 
required State reporting to 
maintain our tax-exempt status and 

corporate registration with the 
State. 
  Additional activities include 
participating in monthly Board 
meetings; providing reports on the 
financial status of the organization 
for these meetings; ensuring 
monies are deposited regularly and 
bills and invoices are paid in a 
timely manner; membership 
information is forwarded to the 
membership chair; correspondence 
with donors, including providing 
tax paperwork for their donations 
and maintaining files of treasurer 
activity.
Anyone interested in taking on 
these responsibilities please 
contact me at treasurer@
fccagallery.org or call me at 443-
867-0854.  Thanks for your help!

by Cathy Ambrose Smith Art Outreach Coordinator

fundraiser will fund our 2024-25 outreach programs at 
Hazel Hill and Heritage Park. (Both are HUD housing units 
in Fredericksburg, Va.) These art classes have always been 
free for the students. We very much appreciate the continual 
support we receive from the Big O Bike Shop.

Big O Bike Shop
raises $6K for Art 
Outreach programs
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  president@fccagallery.org
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  vicepresident@fccagallery.org
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  treasurer@fccagallery.org
Lois Walko, Secretary
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Carrol Morgan, Frederick 
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George Meadows, Grants 
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cgburrill@gmail.com 
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Lee Cochrane, Hospitality
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Rebecca Carpenter
 memberatlarge@fccagallery.org 

FCCA Board of Trustees

Other Contacts
Valerie Lecea, Newsletter Editor
    newsletter@fccagallery.org
Laura O’Leary, Webmaster
    webmaster@fccagallery.org
Rebecca Carpenter, eMarketing
    updates@fccagallery.org
Sylvia Ummie Higgins, Poetry Group
    Sylviadhiggins@gmail.com
Carolyn Beever, Exhibit Photographer
    beevercr@verizon.net
Laura O’Leary, Internship Mentor
   internships@fccagallery.org
Rachael Carroll, Facebook Admin.
   vt_che@yahoo.com  

PRESIDENT’S LETTERPRESIDENT’S LETTER

Marilynn Deane Mendell

How to Better Sell Your Art  

How you choose to frame your art has as 
much impact as the creative product under 

the glass. That is, what it looks like once it’s in 
the frame and how your audience subliminally 
views your art can make or break a sale. The 
main objective is to look as professional as 
possible. Framing art can be expensive. If you’re 
selling a piece together with the frame for $150 
then it’s difficult to justify a frame cost of $150. 
On the other hand, if you’re asking $3,000 for 
your art and you spend $400 on framing, then it 

becomes easier to justify the expense. Think of the Tiffany box. 
  Packaging is key for marketing and selling. If it looks like a high-value 
piece, then it might make the purchaser more inclined to pay more. It 
helps when you sell your art to have it in a good frame because that gives 
the buyer the confidence that your art is professional. Additionally, your 
potential client will view the art beyond the intrinsic value and see the 
practical advantage through the choice of frame because it will mean 
your client won’t have to reframe immediately. They’ll feel confident 
knowing the art is safe behind museum quality glass or UV filtered 
plexiglass. 
  My art gets framed with simple blonde maple. I tend to stay away from 
black frames but that doesn’t mean that I don’t have black frames in my 
own home. I find that the maple one inch by one and a half inch deep 
frame tends to look more museum-like. Inexpensive maple frames are 
available online. If you float your peace instead of using a mat over the 
art, it can appear more professional. If you use a neutral white/beige mat 
color, your art will be more likely to capture the viewer’s eye. It may also 
fit into more home décor. 
  I recommend people go to museums and take a look at how art is 
framed. Another way to look at the framing is from the look of the whole 
once a show is hung. If you have a unified presence of frames for a solo 
exhibition, that also helps the viewer concentrate more on your art 
rather than be distracted by a myriad of different frame types. This 
approach also neutralizes their opinions, because if they don’t like one or 
two of the different frames in the show, then it can affect how they think 
about the art in general. It’s a subliminal thing; having some kind of a 
passive frame presence won’t interfere with your spectacular art. Well 
produced framing helps the viewers associate your art with the masters 
hanging in museums and that also helps sell your art. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS

by Marilynn Deane Mendell President

Donor Level Memberships:
Patrice Werner
Phyllis Whitley
Jim & Carrol Morgan
Florence Ridderhof
Ashe Laughlin

Sponsor Level Membership:
Delores W. Bumbrey 
Donation for Art Outreach 
Education:
Carol Rauh
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It’s encouraging - First Friday audience growing
by Carrol Morgan Frederick Gallery Curator

CURATOR’S CORNERCURATOR’S CORNER

Charlotte Burrill & Christine Dixon

DocentDocent  DoingsDoingsFREDERICK GALLERY SCHEDULE
November - Textures & Patterns 
All-Media National Juried Exhibit
Exhibit dates: Oct. 26 – Nov. 29
Juror: Francis Thompson
Entries deadline:  Oct. 4, 4 pm
Jurying: Oct. 8, 11 am
Notifications by phone/email: Oct. 9
Deadline for delivery of selected work: 
Oct. 25, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotape Juror 
Talk:  Oct. 27, 4 pm (TBD)
First Friday: Nov. 1, noon-8:30 pm 
Juror Talk/Awards: View on FCCA 
YouTube/social media Nov. 1
Pick up hand-deliver work: Nov. 30,  
or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: Nov. 30
December/January -
 Celebrate Winter
 All-Media National Juried Exhibit 
Exhibit dates: Nov. 30 – Jan. 31
Juror: Sandra Davis
Entries deadline: Nov. 1, 4 pm
Jurying: Nov. 5, 11 am
Notifications by phone/email: Nov. 6
Deadline for delivery of selected work: 
Nov. 29, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotape Juror 
Talk: Dec. 1, 4 pm (TBD)
First Friday: Dec. 6,  noon-8:30 pm
Juror Talk/Awards: View on FCCA 
YouTube/social media Dec. 6
Pick up hand-deliver work: Feb. 1, or 
within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping:  Feb. 1

  Each month the FCCA opens its doors for extended 
hours on First Friday from noon to 8:30 pm to 
welcome returning and new visitors. The Frederick 
Gallery exhibit awards are announced at 6:30 pm and 
exhibiting artists are present to greet guests 6-8 pm, 
with light refreshments offered in the garden level 
Members’ Gallery. Musical entertainment in the 
Frederick Gallery is provided by guitarist Stephen Bell.
   It is encouraging to see our First Friday audience 
growing and bringing new faces to our exhibitions. 
Artists benefit from increasing exposure and sales 
opportunities, and the FCCA benefits from a growing 
number of visitors who chose to join our membership 
to support our mission to provide contemporary art 

exhibitions, preserve our historic home, 
the “Silversmith House,” and to reach 
out to our community with art education 
opportunities for all, including 
underserved youth and seniors. 
  The FCCA needs volunteers in many 
capacities from docents who greet 

visitors to current vacant positions on the Board of 
Trustees. More information is available in our 
newsletter. If you have time to volunteer, please fill out 
the Membership Application envelope and indicate 
your areas of interest or contact Marilynn Mendell at 
president@fccagallery.org or Carrol Morgan at 
curator@fccagallery.org  to help with exhibitions. 
Please invite your family and friends to visit the FCCA.

  Welcome to fall, the anticipation of beautiful 
colors in our garden as well as the delights that 
artists share in the Frederick and Members’ 
Galleries.
  With pleasure I have news. Recently our 
docent team has increased by four volunteers 
putting us closer to being able to open on 
Wednesdays which would put us at 
prepandimic levels of the FCCA being open per 
month. Would you consider becoming a docent 
to help that be a reality?
  I wish to acknowledge Anita Holle as a 
returning docent. Anita enjoys sharing our art 
with visitors as well as creating her own 
beautiful artworks. Welcome back Anita.
  Next to welcome as docents are Joan and  
Dan Stanton who will be sitting as a couple 
for docent duty. Joan is an artist and often is 
accepted into FCCA exhibitions. Dan had 
anticipated volunteering as a docent when he 
retired. Congratulations Dan, you retired. 
Welcome Joan and Dan and enjoy the 
experience.
  Just this week our third docent said yes. 
Esther Evans who has been a member of 
FCCA and an artist who enjoys painting and 
sharing her creations. She would be pleased to 
welcome you to FCCA.
  Thank so much to our newest docent 
members. Please give them the opportunity to 
welcome you to our upcoming fall exhibits.
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FREDERICK GALLERYFREDERICK GALLERY

Honorable Mention
Iguana in Profile by Marisa Blue Alford, Fredericksburg, Va.
Falls Run by Marcia Chaves, Falmouth, Va.
Primordial by Chris McClintock, King George, Va.
Ceadveie Sunrise by Karen O’Donnell, Locust Grove, Va.

1st Place: Yolk by Tim Criswell, Fredericksburg, Va..

2nd Place: 
Amphibian 1 by 
Katrina Rae, 
Locust Grove, Va.

3rd Place: From the Forest’s Edge by 
Joseph Bailey, Barboursville, Va.

August - Artist Choice Regional Exhibit
Juror: Nicole Horn
  I was honored to choose the art that makes up 
the Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts 
“Artist’s Choice” show for August 2024. I used
two main criteria for my selections. The first 
criteria was that the art was compelling overall 
and created a strong emotive response. 
  Secondly, I discerned if the artist used their 
chosen medium skillfully to convey their idea.

See juror’s video at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=1CRmazmXa3g&t=13s
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September - Time & Reflections National Exhibit
Juror: Pamela Huffman

1st Place: Carving 
Through the Dark 

by Leanna Taylor, 
Woodford, Va.

2nd Place: Family Ties 2 by Caroline Patton, 
Fredericksburg, Va.

3rd Place: Lost in Thought by M.J. Roberts, 
Fredericksburg, Va.

FREDERICK GALLERYFREDERICK GALLERY

Honorable Mention
Fractured by Keri Anderson, Fredericksburg, Va.
Sisters by Rebecca Carpenter, Morgantown, Pa.
Clouds over Madison by Linda Larochelle, Fredericksburg, Va.
Church in Borgarfjörður Eystri by Cheryl Sutton, Fredericksburg, Va.

  Pamela Huffman is an award-winning mixed media artist 
whose work has sold nationwide. She is working on a solo 
show called “In the Absence of Nurture... Nature” which has 
autobiographical pieces as well as work that captures the 
nourishing elements of the natural world. Her solo show will 
be at Rare Bird in Falls Church in March 2025. Pam also 
serves as Exhibits Coordinator at Falls Church Arts where she 
leads the future planning committee, selects jurors, and 
interacts with the media among other duties. 
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MEMBERS’ GALLERYMEMBERS’ GALLERY OCTOBEROCTOBER

Patricia Smith
  My work in and out of the studio concerns social justice. I 
believe that there is no changing the world without expanding 
the self, which is why I chose 'Transformation' as the title of 
this exhibit.
  These paintings interrogate the state of the world and our 
place in it. Sometimes I am complicit through silence, and 
navigating current events via the artmaking process allows me 
to participate in the struggle for meaning. My tendency is to 
flee conflict, but the creative process allows me to confront the 
world.
  Before moving to central Virginia, I maintained a studio at 
the Workhouse Arts Center in Lorton. Currently I exhibit my 
work at FCCA and Art Impact International. I have my 
paintings displayed in Artspan under the name Patricia Smith.
I am sharing this exhibit with Diane Rohman Moser, who I 
have known for four decades. We both love experimenting 
with media, and perceiving how images resonate. We have 
both been working with encaustic painting, although I began 
to create faux encaustics several years ago, using acrylic gels 
and pastes. This process has sustained my interest.

Diane Moser
  After many years of moving and traveling, my husband and I 
recently returned to our Northern Virginia home. The property 
sits adjacent to a national forest and is surrounded by tall 
hardwoods.  As an artist, I found myself on a new path, being 
drawn to the archetypal idea of home and nesting. Where my 
life and my artwork were once a continuous migration and 
visual overload, there was suddenly stillness, meditation, and 
contemplation.
  I am currently working on a series documenting my two years 
in the forest.  They are small ephemeral images, metaphorical 
shells, nests, plants and trees; tiny pieces of nature plucked 
from the surrounding landscape and held as fragile memories. A 
fern survives through the snows of winter. A mushroom finds 
life in the darkness. A butterfly takes flight from the understory. 
Dogwood blooms for a very short period, announcing the arrival 
of spring. A new beginning emerges out of the forest. 
  Encaustic is an ancient technique which fuses molten beeswax 
through heat and fire. Like printmaking, it is process oriented 
with a focus on visual layering, mark making and tactile 
surfaces. The layers of my paintings develop through a constant 
process of building up and scraping back, fusing, breaking 
through, refusing, and polishing.
  The cyanotype is an early photography process which uses light 
sensitive chemicals and the sun to reveal an image. It captures a 
microscopic cellular world, a transient fleeting moment in time. 
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MEMBERS’ GALLERYMEMBERS’ GALLERYNOVEMBERNOVEMBER

Timothy 
Stephens 

I became an artist relatively late 
in life as one means of finally 
fulfilling a promise I made to 

myself as a child – to unflinchingly 
acknowledge and bear witness to 
both the profound beauty and 
profound horror that this world can 
manifest, whether by intent or by 
chance.
  Allegory, allusion, and ambiguity 
form the foundation of my 
conceptual images. This base, 
together with vibrant colors that 
demand attention, fairytale 
tableaux, and painterly realism 
come together to directly engage 
the viewer emotionally, to obliquely 
confront them, and, over time, to 
coax them to see beyond what they 
may have initially and superficially 
perceived. I want to disrupt the way 
they typically engage with the 

world, regardless of whether that 
engagement is rooted in comfort 
or fear.
  I use carefully chosen metaphors 
and, oftentimes, hidden visual cues 
to build layers of meaning in my 
images that may only reveal 
themselves fully with time and 
contemplation – where each 
encounter with an image may 
reveal new insight for the viewer 
regarding themselves, the artwork, 
and the world we inhabit.
  By drawing inspiration from 
literature, mythology, historical 
events, and cultural references, I 
encourage a dialogue that bridges 
the gaps between past and present, 
“us” and “them”, fantasy and 
reality. This dialogue lets us safely 
share our individual human 
experiences and examine our 
communal relationships. By 

purposefully leaving spaces for 
uncertainty, I allow active 
engagement with the artwork and 
offer space for the viewer to explore 
the edges of their subjective 
experience, their understanding, 
and their comfort zone.
  I aspire to ignite conversations, 
challenge societal constructs, and 
inspire the exploration of the 
complexities that shape us. I intend 
for my art to stand as a testament 
to the power of symbolism and to 
personal growth through 
introspection. My art is my 
invitation to you to embark on a 
journey – to discover the profound 
beauty, the sadness, and the 
inherent mystery that lies within us 
and in the world we share – and to 
learn and grow from it.
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A PARTNER OF THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

SELECT LEVEL OF TAX DEDUCTIBLE MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION:
[ ] Individual $30	  				    [ ] Friend $50-99 		  [ ] Patron $300-499

[ ] Family (includes children under 18) $35	 [ ] Donor $100-249 		 [ ] Fellow $500-999

[ ] Senior (62+) (OR Full-time Student) $20 	 [ ] Sponsor $250-299 	 [ ] Benefactor $1,000+

FCCA Membership: [ ] Renewal or [ ] New member 			   Today’s Date

Cash $ 	   Charge $		  Pay Pal $ 		  Check $		  Check#

THE FCCA IS A NON PROFIT ALL-VOLUNTEER 501 C (3) ORGANIZATION

I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER: 
[ ] Docent	 [ ] Teach Classes      [ ] Public Relations	 [ ] Building & Grounds  [ ] Fund Raising/Grants

[ ] Exhibits	 [ ] Hospitality           [ ] Photography 	 [ ] Archiving 		       [ ] Executive Leadership 

Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts
Membership Application
Complete and mail/deliver to:
FCCA Membership Chair, 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONES
ZIPCITY

EMAIL

STATE

    Donations for the FCCA tree for the Pohanka Christmas Tree Auction can be accepted until Nov. 7, 5 p.m. The 
theme is Art is Life. So far, the FCCA has received gift certificates from restaurants, book stores, gift shops and a 
hardware store. Other gifted items include ghost tours, web design consultation, a Rappahannock float tour, and 
many original works from artists. To donate, call FCCA President Marilynn Deane Mendell, 540-207-4045.
   The silent auction of trees starts Nov. 18. Stop by Pohanka Nissan or Hyundai of Fredericksburg, to vote for the 
FCCA tree. Or vote online https://www.pohanka-nissan.com/pohanka-christmas-tree-challenge/ 
  The actual auction is Dec. 14, 6:30-10 pm. Tickets are $55, which includes a dinner buffet, beer and wine. The 
dress code is cocktail or holiday season dress up. 
  This is a benefit and the funds raised from the auction off the FCCA’s tree will go towards FCCA’s educational 
outreach programs. If you’re considering donating a piece of flat artwork, such as a painting, photograph, or 
drawing, etc., it should be no larger than 4 inches x 6 inches framed. Your donation over $50 will be counted as a 
membership to the FCCA and if you’re already a member, then it will put you at a higher level for donations. If 
you would like to do that the form below would give you that opportunity as a member at whatever level you’d 
like to be at. If you’re donating a piece of sculpture, it still needs to be small enough that will be able to put it on 
the 4-foot tree. 
  It is necessary for you to state the value of the work, your name, and clearly print your contact information. 
Your explanation of the art will help sell our tree.  We appreciate and thank you in advance for this kind 
donation of original art. Your donation would be tax deductible as we are a 501c3.

Vote for FCCA at Pohanka Christmas Tree auction

DONATED ART VALUE


