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The Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts is a non-profit, all-volunteer  501 c (3) organization and a partner of the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts of Richmond. The FCCA presents new art exhibits each month, along with special 
programs and events, and art classes for all ages, to the Fredericksburg community. The FCCA is located in the 
Historic Silversmith House, circa 1785, at 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, Va. The center is open Monday,Thursday 
and Friday, noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday,1-4 p.m. First Friday, noon-8:30 p.m. The center is 
closed Tuesday and Wednesday. Established 1963. For more info, call 540-373-5646 or visit www.fccagallery.org.

This project was supported, in part, by 
the Virginia Commission for the Arts, 
which receives support from the 
Virginia General Assembly and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a 
federal agency.

  The FCCA has been able to maintain the 
same membership and entry fees since 2015. 
Over the past 10 years, the daily operating 
expenses have increased approximately 20% 
and now require a decision to increase 
revenue to support our exhibits and to 
maintain the Silversmith House. 
  The sustainability of our organization is 
based on frugal spending and wise use of our 
financial support. FCCA’s Board of Trustees 
has approved increased entry fees with 
reluctance but trusts that an equalization of 
awards will be well received by our artists. 
Membership Dues - Beginning in February, 
the FCCA will increase membership dues by 
$5 at each level.
Frederick Gallery -  The Frederick gallery 
juried exhibition entry fee for a member’s first 
entry will increase to $25, with a $5 fee for 
each additional entry. Non-member’s entry 
fee will increase to $30 for the first entry, with 
a $5 fee for each additional entry.
Prize Money - Part of the increase in entry 
fees will support equalization and an increase 
in the juried exhibition awards. Awards would 
be equalized for all juried exhibitions, both 
themed and Artist Choice, to 1st Place $200, 
2nd Place $100, and 3rd Place $75.
FCCA Sales Commission - The FCCA will 
increase the collected art sales commission/
donation from 25% to 30%, which remains 
well below the comparable sales commission 
of most galleries and venues.
Guest Fee for Frederick Gallery - The 
$600 fee for a month guest artist’s exhibit 
increases to $700  in 2026.

FCCA increases fees
First time in 10 years

Snowy Homestead
By Brenda J. Brokaw, Celebrate Winter exhibit, Dec 2024-Jan 2025.

Thurman Brisben Center needs artists
  The Thurman Brisben Center needs volunteer artists to teach a 
children’s art project Mondays, 7-8 pm. For more info, contact 
Alice Stanton, 540-295-0001, astanton@brisbencenter.org. 

  FCCA newsletter publication and deadlines changes:  March- April issue deadline Feb. 21  n  May-June issue deadline April 17  n  
July-Aug issue deadline June 20  n  Sept-Oct issue deadline Aug 22  n  Nov-Dec issue deadline Oct 24  n  Jan-Feb issue deadline Dec 19

Love the Silversmith House Feb 14
  This Valentine’s Day, FCCA holds its annual Love the 
Silversmith House fundraiser phone-a-thon, to help maintain 
its historic gallery.    
  This Feb 14, fundraising is focused on ongoing window 
restoration, repainting the building and building a reserve for 
replacing the heating and air conditioning system. 
   Volunteers are needed to make calls. Each volunteer will be 
provided a script, phone numbers of members to be contacted, 
and a sheet to record the outcome of the call.
  Past events have shown that the process can be accomplished 
within an hour depending on the number of people able to 
assist - the more folks who help, means less time for all.  
Volunteers should email vicepresident@fccagallery.org with 
their email and phone number. This fundraiser has been  
important in enabling the board of trustees to continue 
maintaining the gallery, "Where Art and History Meet!"
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Vacant, President
  president@fccagallery.org
Lee Owens, Vice President
  vicepresident@fccagallery.org
Patrice Werner, Treasurer
  treasurer@fccagallery.org
Lois Walko, Secretary
  secretary@fccagallery.org
Carrol Morgan, Frederick 
Gallery Curator
  curator@fccagallery.org
George Meadows, Grants 
& Fundraising
  grants@fccagallery.org 
Diane Moser, Art Ed Coordinator
  education@fccagallery.org
Carol Rauh, Membership
  membership@fccagallery.org
Charlotte Burrill, Christine Dixon 
Docent Coordinators
docent@fccagallery.org or 
cgburrill@gmail.com 
Vacant, Historian
  historian@fccagallery.org
Celeste Johnston, Members’ Gallery 
Coodinator
  membersgallery@fccagallery.org 
Vacant, Publicity
  publicity@fccagallery.org
Vacant, Building & Grounds
  grounds@fccagallery.org
Lee Cochrane, Hospitality
  hospitality@fccagallery.org
Vacant, Member at Large
 memberatlarge@fccagallery.org 

FCCA Board of Trustees

Other Contacts
Valerie Lecea, Newsletter Editor
    newsletter@fccagallery.org
Laura O’Leary, Webmaster
    webmaster@fccagallery.org
Rebecca Carpenter, eMarketing
    updates@fccagallery.org
Sylvia Ummie Higgins, Poetry Group
    Sylviadhiggins@gmail.com
Carolyn Beever, Exhibit Photographer
    beevercr@verizon.net
Laura O’Leary, Internship Mentor
   internships@fccagallery.org
Rachael Carroll, Facebook Admin.
   vt_che@yahoo.com  

FCCA increases financial support 
for operations and exhibits
by Carrol Morgan Frederick Gallery Curator

CURATOR’S CORNERCURATOR’S CORNER

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS
Laughlin-Beers Foundation $2,500
Elks Lodge #875 $1,000
Virginia Outdoor Center $200
Ashe Laughlin $200

Friend  Level Membership:
Jane Snead
Lucienne Mettam
John H. Nichols, Jr

  The FCCA has been able to maintain the same 
membership and entry fees since 2015. Over the past 
almost 10 years, the daily operating expenses have 
increased approximately 20% and now require a 
decision to increase revenue to support our exhibitions 
and to maintain our home, the Silversmith House. The 
sustainability of our organization is based on frugal 
spending and wise use of our financial support. 

      Beginning January 1, 2025 the FCCA will increase 
Membership dues by $5 at each level and increase certain fees to 
compensate for inflation and increased operating expenses.  The 
Frederick gallery juried exhibition entry fee for a member’s first entry 
will increase to $25, with a $5 fee for each additional entry.  Non-
member’s entry fee will increase to $30 for the first entry, with a $5 fee 
for each additional entry.  Part of the increase in entry fees will support 
the equalization and increase in juried exhibition awards. Awards would 
be equalized for all juried exhibitions, both themed and Artist Choice, to 
1st Place $200, 2nd Place $100 and 3rd Place $75. 
  The FCCA will increase the art sales commission/donation from 25% 
to 30%, which remains well below the comparable sales commission of 
most galleries and venues.  
  The $600 fee for a one-month guest artist’s exhibition in the Frederick 
Gallery will increase to $700 starting in 2026.
  The FCCA Board of Trustees has approved increased entry fees with 
reluctance but trusts that an equalization of awards will be well received 
by our artists. The FCCA has operated a unique gallery “where art and 
history meet” for over 61 years and looks forward to continued success 
with wise decisions that serve our members and art community. In 
addition to financial support, the FCCA needs dedicated volunteers in a 
variety of positions including docents who greet visitors, Board of 
Trustee leadership positions, and a variety of opportunities for those 
who can offer their special talents. Let us hear from you. Send messages 
of interest to secretary@fccagallery.org or curator@fccagallery.org .

Donor Level Membership:
Shanna Aberle
Patron Level Membership:
Walter B. Hamm



January/February 2025	 3

February 2025 – All Photography 
Exhibit dates: Feb 1-28
Juror: Coorain Devin
Entries deadline: Jan 10, 4 pm
Jurying: Jan 14, 1:30 pm *ALT: Digital/Virtual Jurying
Notifications by phone or email: Jan 15
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Jan. 31, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: Feb 2, 4 pm 
First Friday: Feb 7, extended hours: noon -8:30 pm, awards at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: March 1, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: March 1

March 2025 – Faces & Figures 
Exhibit dates: March 1-28
Juror: Lew Lott
Entries deadline: Feb. 7, 4 pm
Jurying: Feb. 11, 11 am 
Notifications by phone or email: Feb. 12
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Feb. 28, 4 pm 
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: March 2, 4 pm 
First Friday: March 7, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards  at 6:30 pm   
Pick up hand-deliver work: March 29 or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: March 29
April 2025 – Artist Choice 
Exhibit dates: March 29-April 25
Entries deadline: March 7, 4 pm 
Jurying: March 11, at 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: March 12
Deadline for delivery of selected work: March 28, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: March 30, 4 pm
First Friday: April 4,extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards  at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: April 26 or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: April 26
May 2025 – All Shapes & Sizes 
Exhibit dates: April 26-May 30
Entries deadline: April 4, 4 pm
Jurying: April 8, at 11 am 
Notifications by phone or email: April 9
Deadline for delivery of selected work: April 25, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: April 27, 4 pm
First Friday: May 2, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: May 31, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: May 31
June 2025 – Artist Choice /or Guest Artist Exhibition  
Exhibit dates: May 31-June 27
Entries deadline: May 9, 4 pm 
Jurying: May 13, at 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: May 14
Deadline for delivery of selected work: May 30, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: June 1, 4 pm
First Friday: June 6, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards  at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: June 28, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: June 28

July 2025 – Light & Color 
Exhibit dates: June 28 -July 25 
Entries deadline: June 6, 4 pm 

2025 FREDERICK GALLERY SCHEDULE2025 FREDERICK GALLERY SCHEDULE
Jurying: June 10 at 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: June 11
Deadline for delivery of selected work: June 27, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: June 29, 4 pm
First Friday: postponed to July 5, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards 
at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: July 26, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: July 26

August 2025 – Artist Choice 
Exhibit dates: July 26-Aug. 29
Entries deadline: July 4, 4 pm
Jurying: July 8, at 11 am 
Notifications by phone or email: July 9
Deadline for delivery of selected work: July 25, 4 pm 
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: July 27, 4 pm 
First Friday: Aug. 1, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards  at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: Aug 30, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: Aug 30 

September 2025 – Landscapes & Waterscapes 
Exhibit dates: Aug 30-Sept 26
Entries deadline: Aug 8, 4 pm
Jurying: Aug 12, at 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: Aug 13
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Aug 29, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: Aug 31, 4 pm 
First Friday: Sept 5, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: Sept 26, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: Sept 26

October 2025 – Bruce Day Retrospect Guest Exhibition 
Exhibit dates: Sept 27-Oct 31  Curators: Chris Gregson and Keren Day 
Inventory/fee/publicity deadline: July 31 
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Sept 26
Art Talk/Videotaping Talk: Sept 28, 4 pm
First Friday: Oct. 3, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, reception 6-8 pm/ art 
talk 6:30 pm  Pick up work: Nov 1, 10 am 

November 2025 – Flora & Fauna 
Exhibit dates: Nov 1-28, 2025
Entries deadline: Oct 10, 4 pm
Jurying: Oct 14, at 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: Oct 15
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Oct 31, 4 pm 
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: Nov 2, 4 pm
First Friday: Nov. 7, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: Nov 29, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: Nov 29

December 2025/January 2026 – Winter Blues 
Exhibit dates: Nov 29-Jan 30, 2026
Entries deadline: Nov 7, 4 pm
Jurying: Nov.11, at 11 am
Notifications by phone or email: Nov 12
Deadline for delivery of selected work: Nov 28, 4 pm
Selection of Awards/Videotaping Juror Talk: Nov 30, 4 pm
First Friday: Dec 5, extended hours: noon-8:30 pm, awards at 6:30 pm
Pick up hand-deliver work: Jan 31, or within 10 days
Anticipated return shipping: Jan 31
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FREDERICK GALLERYFREDERICK GALLERY

Honorable Mention
Losing It by Shanna Aberle, Fredericksburg, Va.
Alternative Realities by Donavan Lyons Jr., Morgantown, Pa.
Something About False Impressions by Caroline Patton, Fredericksburg, Va
Hidden Harvest by Bob Worthy, King George, Va.

1st Place: Sky w/Peach Cloud by Elizabeth Carter, 
Fredericksburg, Va.

2nd Place: Uninvited Guest by Cassandra Diane Sandin, 
Fredericksburg, Va.

3rd Place: ...Who Is That? by Rebecca Visger, 
Manassas, Va.

October - Artist Choice Exhibit
Juror: Ashe Laughlin
Ashe Laughlin is an arts educator and artist who lives 
in Rapidan, Va. He has taught in university settings for 
over 20 years. He is Assistant Professor of Painting 
and Drawing at the University of Mary Washington, 
and he served as adjunct and then Senior Lecturer of 
Art at Texas State University from 2001- 2015, where 
he taught drawing, painting, and design courses. Since 
moving to Virginia in 2015, Ashe has taught at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and the University of Mary 
Washington. Ashe received a M.F.A. from the School 
of Visual Arts in New York and a BA in studio art from 
the University of Texas at Austin. Ashe’s work is 
focused on painting in oil and acrylic and drawing in 
conventional media as well as (mixed media) paint pen 
on multiple layers of plexiglass. 

Juror Talk   https://youtu.be/wkhScINanZU
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November - Textures & Patterns Exhibit
Juror: Francis Thompson

1st Place: Dressed in Africa by
 Kim Richards, Fredericksburg, Va.

2nd Place: Tangents & Tangerines by Christine Dixon, 
Ashburn, Va.

3rd Place: Adagio by Rebecca Carpenter, 
Morgantown, Pa.

FREDERICK GALLERYFREDERICK GALLERY

  Francis Thompson is the Art Program Manager at JLL. Over 
the past 20 years, he has managed a team responsible for 
maintaining and expanding a contemporary corporate art 
collection installed within office buildings throughout North 
America. During the early part of his role with the collection, 
he led the curatorial development of its rotating exhibition 
program which had grown to multiple gallery shows a year and 
has now expanded to an array of virtual programming. On 
display within the corporate offices or published on the 
intranet, these art experiences reflect the diversity and culture 
of the local artist community in partnership with non-profit art 
organizations, local museums, and university art departments.   
  Francis holds a Master of Fine Arts in Arts Administration 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art with a concentration in 
painting and drawing from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University in Blacksburg, Va.

Honorable Mention
Find Out by Caroline Patton, Fredericksburg, Va.
Red Rock and Desert Scrub by Dave Magyar, Middletown, Del.
Keep Swimming by Lynette Reed, Fredericksburg, Va
With Romance on His Mind by Elizabeth Seaver, Fredericksburg, Va.
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MEMBERS’ GALLERYMEMBERS’ GALLERY

  In the past year, my focused passion has been on the 
Manic Nights Collection. Specifically, the piece called 
“Eye of the Storm.” The media is pen and ink, and 
while it took time to find the right materials, I finally 
did. Once I completed the first stage, which is the  
22x30, we (my wife and I) envisioned where the piece 
would reside in our home. It’s a storm, so I added 
additional pieces to be cast across an eight-foot span. 
It is a labor of love. 
  Eye of the Storm is originated by strokes, and those 
strokes depending on size, are filled in with what I call 
the “whatever’s.” Once my hand hits the paper, I let 
the strokes speak for themselves. There are millions of 
dots, doodles, and funny little characters. The Manic 
Nights Collection is titled as such, because most of my 
creations come to life when in a manic state.
  The themes of my work usually are developed within 
the music I listen to. The rhythms aid in the creation 
process as my visualization of the work comes to life.
  Mixed media is a staple in my work, as so my stash of 
10 gallons of gesso would suggest. As you can see in 
“Fire and Ice,” “Stormy Seas” and Expanse.” It can 
also be found on my larger works such as “Ransom.”
  Ransom came to be during an emotional storm I 
found myself in and the only way out was to let the 
emotions flow through the brush strokes. I used forks, 
straws, spoons and a squeegee along with a host of 
other instruments. The storm lasted over four hours 
and Ransom was born. I have great reverence for this 
piece, as it captured the chaotic emotional roller 
coaster I was on at that moment.
erinjavier.progressiveart18.com

Erin Javier

Eye of the Storm

Fire and Ice

Phoenix 

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY
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DOCENT DOINGSDOCENT DOINGS

  Think poinsettia, holly and festive greenery inside 
and out, all ready to welcome visitors to the 
Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts. Now we 
added two wonderful exhibits: "Celebrate Winter" in 
the Frederick Gallery and "The Holiday Show" in the 

Members’ Gallery.  Come 
let's celebrate.
  We have a "so long for 
now" to one of our 
docents, Carly Bridges. 
Carly has an opportunity 
to teach in Spain 
beginning in the New Charlotte Burrill & Christine Dixon

Goodbye for now Carly, welcome MacKenzie
Year. Congratulations and enjoy a great adventure. On 
your return we will gladly welcome you back as a 
docent and to continue being an award-winning 
contributor to our exhibits at FCCA. 
  In November, MacKenzie Martin joined the Docent 
Team. MacKenzie is a junior at the University of Mary 
Washington. She presents herself as "an individual who 
loves art and history as well as meeting people." 
Docenting sounds like the wonderful volunteer position 
to start her FCCA journey. Welcome MacKenzie.  
  Please chat with Charlotte if you think this is a good 
opportunity for you too. She will gladly share 
information. 

  Each December the Pohanka 
Nissan Dealership of 
Fredericksburg holds a Christmas 
Tree Challenge to support local 
charities. They host a gala at their 
showroom on Patriot Highway to 
celebrate the nonprofits and 
auction off the trees. The Dec 14 
banquet and  live auction benefited 
more than 30 local non-profit 
organizations. Voting on trees and 
bidding was also available online.
  Several in the local community, 
artists and FCCA members donated 
art and gifts for the FCCA’s four-
foot tree. The FCCA received gift 
certificates from restaurants, book 
stores, gift shops and a hardware 
store. Other gifted items include 
ghost tours, web design 
consultation, a Rappahannock float 
tour, and many original works from 
artists. 
  The funds raised from the auction 
off of FCCA’s tree will go towards 
FCCA’s educational outreach 
programs.
  Special thanks to then president 
Marilynn Deane Mendell, for 
arranging FCCA’s participation and 

for collecting donations. She said 
the total value of donated artwork 
and gifts reached over $3,500.
  Thanks to the following folks for 
their generosity: Mona Albertine 
(Jabberwocky Book Store), 
Shaindel Arana (Artist), Maddy & 
Oscar Arellano (Agave Restaurant), 

Ron Armstrong (Web Designer), 
David Barr (Artist), Beth Black 
(Foode Restaurant), Cheryl Bosh, 
Dolores Bumbrey (Artist), 
Charlotte Burrill, Anna Bushman 
(Christian-Lorraine Rugs), Becky 
Carpenter (Artist), Ace Chen (UMi 
Restaurant), Keri DeMard (Earl’s), 
Esther Evans (Artist), Ed Foresman 
(Star & Wise Men), David Fraser 
(Fraser Wood), Kim Harmon 
(Ghost Tours), Tim Harrington 
(Orofino), Jannec Horning (The 
Alpine Chef Restaurant), Cindy 
Jenkins (Battlefield Restaurant), 
Ann Kline (Artist), Marion Krock 
Kolson (Artist), Peggy Marshall 
Jewelry, Andrew Medelin (Brock’s 
Riverside Grill), Marilynn Mendell 
(Artist/Author), Bill Micks (VA 
Outdoor Center), Lee Owens, Tom 
Rosner (Ristorante Renato), May 
Shorten Townley (Artist), Casey & 
Adrian Silversmith (Sprelly), Beth 
Stenstrom, Ellen Stuart-Haentjens 
(Native Plants by Elm), Matt 
McClutchy/Paul Wallace (Metro 
Diner), Bob Whittingham 
(Whittingham’s)

NEWSNEWS

Community gives to FCCA during the holidays
Pohanka Christmas Tree Challenge supports charities, nonprofits
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Where Art and History Meet

A PARTNER OF THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts
Membership Application
Complete and mail/deliver to:
FCCA Membership Chair, 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401

The FCCA membership fee is tax deductible and is used to enrich cultural awareness in the Fredericksburg 
area. Operating funds are used for community education activities, gallery maintenance and exhibition costs. 
Members are invited to attend opening receptions and are kept abreast of upcoming art shows, lectures and 
other FCCA activities. Members receive discounts on entry fees for juried shows, classes, workshops, art bus 
trips, and other activities.

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership!
	 								        President

Complete and mail/deliver to FCCA Membership Chair, 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Make checks payable to FCCA

NAME

ADDRESS				    CITY			           STATE            ZIP

PHONE(S)						      EMAIL

Select level of tax deductible membership participation:
[  ] Individual $35			         [  ] Friend $50-99		  [  ] Patron $300-499
[  ] Family $40 (includes children under 18)    [  ] Donor $100-249		  [  ] Fellow $500-999
[  ] Senior (62+) or Full-time Student $25         [  ] Sponsor $250-299		  [  ] Benefactor $1,000+

FCCA Membership:  [  ] Renewal or [  ] New member		  Today’s Date:

Cash $	  	    Charge $	            Paypal $	                  Check $	        Check#

The FCCA is a non profit all-volunteer 501 C (3) organization.
I would like to volunteer:  
[  ] Docent    [  ] Teach Classes    [  ] Public Relations    [  ] Building & Grounds    [  ] Hospitality   
[  ] Exhibits    [  ] Fundraising/Grants    [  ] Photography    [  ] Archiving    [  ] Executive Leadership    
[  ] Other 						      [  ] I am an Artist


