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THE FREDERICKSBURG CENTER FOR THE 

WHERE ART AND HISTORY MEET

The Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts is a non-profit, all-volunteer  501 c (3) organization and a partner of the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts of Richmond. The FCCA presents new art exhibits each month, along with special 
programs and events, and art classes for all ages, to the Fredericksburg community. The FCCA is located in the 
Historic Silversmith House, circa 1785, at 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, Va. The center is open Monday,Thursday 
and Friday, noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday,1-4 p.m. First Friday, noon-8:30 p.m. The center is 
closed Tuesday and Wednesday. Established 1963. For more info, call 540-373-5646 or visit www.fccagallery.org.

This project was supported, in part, by 
the Virginia Commission for the Arts, 
which receives support from the 
Virginia General Assembly and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a 
federal agency.
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Common Grackle - Giclée Pigment Ink Print by 
Tom Starkweather, Stafford, Va., February All Photography Exhibit.

  Turn Trash to Art, Earth Day April 25, 
9:30 am - 2 pm at Caledon State Park.
  Participants will collect beach litter and 
have the opportunity to create sculptures 
at the park pavilion with prizes awarded. 
Individuals, families, and clubs/groups of 
all ages are welcome.
  The park is located at 11617 Caledon 
Road, King George, Va. Parking and 
admission are free. Transportation will be 
provided to and from the Potomac River 
beach. The Alice Ferguson Foundation 
will provide trash bags and gloves. Bring a 
bag lunch. For creating sculptures, bring 
basic tools and supplies: string, wire, 
pliers, utility scissors, hole punch/awl. 
  This annual event is supported by the 
FCCA, the Alice Ferguson Foundation, 
and Friends of Caledon.
  To register, call 540-663-3861 or e-mail: 
Caledon@dcr.virginia.gov. Provide name, 
phone number, e-mail and number in 
party. For more information, contact 
Esther Evans at 540-426-9567

  The Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts has 
just been awarded $6,250.00 by the Community 
Foundation for a project titled, Art through Nature 
Journaling: A Community Outreach Program.
  With this funding, FCCA plans to strengthen its 
community outreach by promoting nature journaling 
as a way to learn about and create art in a natural 
setting. The project includes outdoor nature 
journaling workshops for underserved youth and 
seniors taking place at the Crow’s Nest Research 
Center and on Patawomeck Indian tribal property, 

Join us! 
Turn Trash to Art April 25
at Caledon State Park

by George Meadows Grants & Fundraising

FCCA gets grant to expand community outreach 
with support from nature educators at both locations. 
The FCCA will also be offering, to the Fredericksburg 
art community, specialized art workshops such as 
Nature Journaling for the Visually Impaired. Grant 
funds will also be used to provide ongoing support for 
the Art Outreach program at Heritage Park. We believe 
these efforts will encourage collaboration, creativity, 
inclusion, and engagement across a number of 
Fredericksburg’s communities.
  This project is made possible by a grant from FY26 
Duff McDuff Green, Jr. Fund - SMALL Grants grant 
opportunity of The Community Foundation.

Continued on page 3.
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Vacant, President
  president@fccagallery.org
Lee Owens, Vice President
  vicepresident@fccagallery.org
Patrice Werner, Treasurer
  treasurer@fccagallery.org
Lois Walko, Secretary
  secretary@fccagallery.org
Carrol Morgan, Frederick 
Gallery Curator
  curator@fccagallery.org
George Meadows, Grants 
& Fundraising
  grants@fccagallery.org 
Diane Moser, Art Ed Coordinator
  education@fccagallery.org
vacant, Membership
  membershipchair@fccagallery.org
Charlotte Burrill, Christine Dixon 
Docent Coordinators
docent@fccagallery.org or 
cgburrill@gmail.com 
Vacant, Historian
  historian@fccagallery.org
Celeste Johnston, Members’ Gallery 
Coodinator
  membersgallery@fccagallery.org 
Vacant, Publicity
  publicity@fccagallery.org
Vacant, Building & Grounds
  grounds@fccagallery.org
Lee Cochrane, Hospitality
  hospitality@fccagallery.org
Esther Evans, Member at Large
 memberatlarge@fccagallery.org 

FCCA Board of Trustees

Other Contacts
Cathy Ambrose Smith, Art Outreach
    artoutreach@fccagallery.org
Patrice Werner, Webmaster
    webmaster@fccagallery.org
Patrice Werner, eMarketing
    updates@fccagallery.org
Valerie Lecea, Newsletter Editor
    newsletter@fccagallery.org
Laura O’Leary, Tech Support
    techsupport@fccagallery.org
Laura O’Leary, Internship Coordinator
    internships@fccagallery.org
Sylvia Ummie Higgins, Poetry Group
    Sylviadhiggins@gmail.com
Rachael Carroll, Facebook Admin.
   vt_che@yahoo.com  

Thank you jurors, exhibit volunteers
by Carrol Morgan Frederick Gallery Curator

CURATOR’S CORNERCURATOR’S CORNER

May  “Faces & Figures” 
April 26 – May 29, 2026
Entry Deadline: April 10, 6 by 4 pm
June  “Artist Choice” 
May 30 – June 26, 2026
Entry Deadline: May 1, by 4 pm
July  “Freedom & Color” 
June 27 – July 31, 2026
Entry Deadline: June 5, by 4 pm 
August  “Artist Choice”
Aug. 1 – 28, 2026
Entry Deadline: July 3, by 4 pm

FREDERICK GALLERY EXHIBIT SCHEDULE 

The Frederick Gallery is filled with an exciting 
new March “Spaces & Form” exhibit selected by 

juror Michael Dean, a multi-media artist and art 
faculty member of the University of Mary 
Washington and Germanna Community College. 
We appreciate the time and expertise of all our 
wonderful jurors and the exhibition volunteers who 
make our monthly exhibitions attractive 

presentations of original work submitted by emerging and 
professional artists. We are proud to provide our community with 
the opportunity to enjoy the exhibitions and First Friday receptions.  
  Message to artists: Online submission forms need to be carefully 
reviewed before hitting the “Submit” button to ensure jpg images 
are downloaded according to guidelines. Please title all jpg images 
with artist name and artwork title: Smith-John_Self Portrait.jpg. 
Images should be resized to 1600 pixels in the longest dimension. 
It is possible to process higher resolution images but it takes extra 
time for our staff to downsize higher resolutions. 
  I recommend that submitting artists ensure their work will be 
available during the exhibition if selected and will be delivered in 
ready-to-hang condition with appropriate D-rings and secure wire.  
Please, NO saw-tooth hangers.
  Original artwork is essential to quality exhibitions. AI generated 
work is not original. See more information about submission 
guidelines at https://submissions.fccagallery.org/ 
  Thank you to our FCCA members and submitting artists for their 
support. The FCCA needs volunteers to fill positions on our Board 
of Trustees or to serve as gallery docents or fill other committee 
vacancies. Contact secretary@fccagallery.org if you have a few 
hours a month to contribute to our historic gallery “Where art and 
history meet.” Introduce yourself at the next First Friday reception 
and we would be happy to discuss how you can help. 
  Looking forward to spring. Keep creating! 

September  “Textures”
Aug. 29 – Sept. 25, 2026
Entry Deadline: Aug. 7, by 4 pm
October  “Exposure Unlimited 
40th Anniversary Show” 
Sept. 26 – Oct. 30, 2026
November  “Transformations” 
Oct. 31 – Nov. 27, 2026
Entry Deadline: Oct. 2, by 4 pm
Dec/Jan 27 “Illuminations” 
Nov. 28, 2026 – Jan. 29, 2027
Entry Deadline: Nov. 6, by 4 pm
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS

NEWSNEWS

December
Charlotte Burrill
Phyllis Graudszus
Walter Hamm
Sally Kubarek
Anne McCahill
Carrol Morgan
Patrice Werner

January
Matthew DeZee
Ron & Libby Wasem
Phyllis Whitley

February
Barbara & Phill Hall
Cathy Herndon

I Love the Silversmith 
House Donors
Mildred Abell
Chris Abultz
Zee Berrios
Cheryl Bosch
Bev Bley
Pete Brown
Dolores Bumbrey
Charlotte Burrill
Jane Cariker

Rebecca Carpenter
Marcia Chaves
Ruth Davidson
Matthew DeZee
Joseph & Phyllis DiBella
Christine Dixon
Thomas Gouldthorpe
Tarver Harris
Sylvia Higgins

THANK YOU TO NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS
Athanasaw, Stephanie (Jan-27)
Bosch, Cheryl  (Jan-27)
Brito, Erik (Jan-27)
Cariker, Jane (Jan-27)
Carpenter, Rebecca (Jan-27)
Chatters, Evelyn (Jan-27)
Cochrane, Stephen (Dec-26)
Cooper, Jennifer (Jan-27)
Cupp, Georgina (Dec-26)
DeZee, Matthew (Jan-27)
Donnelly, Crystal (Jan-27)
Eastman, Tracy (Jan-27)
Gouldthrope, Thomas (Feb-27)
Golmant, Ruth  (Jan-27)
Hall, Phil & Barbara T. (Feb-27)
Hamm, Walter B. (Dec-26)

Helminski, Passie (Feb-27)
Herndon, Cathy (Feb-27)
Higgins, Sylvia (Feb-27)
Holbert, Jenny (Jan-27)
Keister, Hannah (Feb-27)
LaFratta, Jessica (Jan-27)
Lassan, Gigi & Family (Jan-27)
Leasure, Judith (Jan-27)
Likins, Addison (Jan-27)
Maleki, Ali (Dec-26)
Parrish, Penny (Jan-27)
Raybuck, Tessa (Jan-27)
Stone-Brooks, Alice (Jan-27)
Walko, Lois (Dec-26)
Wasem, Ron & Libby (Jan-27)
Whitley, Phyllis (Jan-27)

Jim & Linda Hill
Carrol Morgan
Lee & Katharine Owens
Penny Parrish
Danae Peckler
Diana Utz
Lois Walko
Kate Werner
Patrice Werner

Continued from page 1.
  The latest grant awards from the 
Duff McDuff Green, Jr. Fund 
supports local nonprofits advancing 
historic preservation, expanding 
access to arts and outdoor 
experiences, strengthening youth 
mental health services, increasing 
STEM education opportunities, and 
ensuring children and families have 
the resources they need to thrive.
Created to honor Mr. Green’s deep 
commitment to open spaces, youth 
development, and community 
wellbeing, the Fund continues to 
invest in initiatives that protect our 
region’s history while building a 
stronger future.

This outreach program, held at Heritage Park, is made possible by a 
grant from FY26 Duff McDuff Green, Jr. Fund - SMALL Grants grant 
opportunity of The Community Foundation. Senior and youth classes 
are taught by Cathy Ambrose Smith, Art Outreach Coordinator.
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Honorable Mention
The Autumn Cathedral by Jeanne Jackson, Spotsylvania, Va.
Natalia by Blake Bauer, Pulaski,Va.
Pause by Steven Bishop, Fredericksburg, Va. 
Just Hanging Out by Esther Streusand, Fredericksburg, Va. 

2nd Place: Explosion in the Sky by Theresa Rasmussen, 
Fredericksburg,Va.

3rd Place: Brown Thrasher” by Tom Starkweather, 
Stafford, Va.

1st Place: Spirit of the Forest by C. Renee Martin, Fredericksburg, Va.

Awards & Juror’s Talk:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFaBaiwi4Ts

FREDERICK GALLERYFREDERICK GALLERY

February - All Photography
Juror:  Erik Brito
  Erik Brito, born in 1981 and a 
long-time resident of 
Fredericksburg, Va., is an award-
winning, multi-genre 
photographer with wildlife being 
his most passionate and where 
he’s had the most success.  
  Once a member of a professional 
motorcycle stunt team, he picked 
up his first camera in 2016 in 
order to document the numerous 
events they would perform.  It 
didn’t take long before he started 
to enjoy getting creative behind 
the camera, and his passion for 
photography became his new 
outlet.  
  Erik’s work has been featured 
and shared across many different 
publications, and he leads various 
classes and workshops since he 
thoroughly enjoys helping others 
improve their photography 
techniques.
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March - Spaces & Form
Juror:  Michael Dean

FREDERICK GALLERYFREDERICK GALLERY

Honorable Mention
Madison Hall by Camden Franklin, Fredericksburg, Va.

The Spikes in My Back by Opal Johnston, Fredericksburg, Va.
Tunnels of Terezin Prison by Karen O’Donnell, Locust Grove Va.

Sunday by Lily Price, Lovettsville, Va.

2nd Place: January 2026 ICE and Snow: 
You never know what you will find when it 
melts, by Alice Stone, Woodford,Va.

3rd Place: The Curve by Ali Maleki, Fredericksburg, Va.

1st Place: Mind Space by Tarver Harris, Stafford, Va.

Michael Dean is a Virginia-based painter, sculptor and 
interdisciplinary artist whose work explores the 
shifting energies of the natural world. Working in both 
the round and bas-relief, his sculptures and Plein Air 
paintings reflect a dynamic dialogue between instinct, 
observation, and emotion. Dean holds an MFA from 
the University of Maryland and has exhibited 
nationally and internationally, including shows in New 
York, Montreal, Paris, and Bordeaux. His recent 
exhibitions include the Adkins Arboretum Juried Plein 
Air Show, the FCCA and the C boose Market & Café. A 
recipient of multiple honors including awards from 
Manhattan Arts International, the Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts, and the Mid Atlantic Art Exhibition - Dean 
currently teaches art at the University of Mary 
Washington and Germanna Community 
College. luckyluckydean@aol.com
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MEMBERS’ GALLERYMEMBERS’ GALLERY MARCHMARCH

Marcia C. Chaves 
  Raised in the heart of old Fredericksburg, I was 
born on Sophia Street in the old Mary Washington 
Hospital, and spent my early years at our home on 
Lewis Street. I attended Lafayette Elementary, 
which is now the Rappahannock Regional Library.  
  As a teenager, my family moved to Argyle 
Heights in Stafford County.  After graduating from 
James Monroe High School, I studied at Agnes 
Scott College, the University of Madrid, and Mary 
Washington College. There I earned my BA in 
Spanish Language and Literature, then my MA at 
the University of Virginia, where I began my 
teaching career as a graduate assistant. There I 
met my husband, Juan Chaves, an architect and 
native of Havana, Cuba. 
  I have taught Spanish language and literature at 
Mary Washington College, Germanna, and James 
Monroe High School. We have two talented 
children, Sara and Juan Carlos, and seven 
beautiful grandchildren.
  Although teaching Spanish has been a lifetime 
career, as a young child I was encouraged to 
pursue art, and took classes with well-known local 
artists, Elizabeth Githens and Betty Lou Embrey. 

In later years, I studied painting and drawing with MWC 
professors John Lamph and Julien Binford. I have 
explored drawing, watercolor and now I work exclusively 
in oils. I paint and garden in the Payne cottage in 
Falmouth, the former home of “Miss Julie” and “Slickpot” 
Payne, along Falls Run and the Falmouth Canal, by the 
Rappahannock River. 
   My paintings are on display at the Artists’ Alliance 
Jarrett Thor group in Colonial Beach, Mary Washington 
Hospital Gallery  and  Frame Designs  in Fredericksburg. 

April Members’ Gallery exhibiting artists: Anne McCahill, Celeste Johnson, Mary Johnson
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MARCHMARCH ART EDUCATIONART EDUCATION

by Diane Moser Art Ed Coordinator

  Ann McCahill will be returning to teach 
Needlework on a Painted Background March 21 
from 10 am to 1 pm in the FCCA members’ gallery. 
This three-hour class will use basic stitches at an 
intermediate level. All supplies will be included in the 
price of $30 for members and $35 for non-members. 
There is a maximum of 6 students, so sign up early.  

  To sign up and pay for any classes/workshops:  Send 
email to education@fccagallery.org with following 
information: Name, Email, Phone number, TITLE of 
class/workshop. You can pay for class/workshop 
online FCCA website at  https://fccagallery.org/
pay-for-a-workshop/ and FORWARD receipt to 
education@fccagallery.org  

Classes, book club, lectures
McCahill, Reamer highlight 

Needlework on a painted background by Ann McCahill

Should be a crime
to pass these up!

  If you need an alternate payment method (check or 
cash in person payable to FCCA at docent desk or pay 
at class).  Please contact Art Education Chair, Diane 
Moser, at 540-845-9691 with any questions.

  We will be hosting our first Art Book Club March 
24 from 7-9 pm in the gallery. Our first book will be 
The Art Thief: a true story of Love, Crime and a 
Dangerous Obsession by Micheal Finkel. The book 
tells the true story of French art thief, Stephone 
Brietwieser who stole thousands of art works across 
Europe in the 1990s. Unlike most thiefs, he did not 
care about the money but wanted to surround himself 
with beauty. Join us for a lively discussion, wine and 
European inspired snacks.

  We are pleased to have Allen Reamer return to 
Fredericksburg for May and June. Allen will be 
teaching two studio classes.  Fundamentals of 
Watercolor will be offered Wednesdays May 6-June 
11 from 7-9 pm. Loose Ink and Water with 
Flowers will be offered June 17 and 24.  

  Professor Reamer will also be offering Art History 
Presentations on Tuesday evenings from 7-9 pm.  This 
year’s lectures include:
Gustav Klimt and Woman in Gold, May 5; Surrealism, 
May 12& 19; Edward Hopper, May 26; American 
Impressionists, June 2, 9 & 16; Art Nouveau, June 23.
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Where Art and History Meet

A PARTNER OF THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts
Membership Application
Complete and mail/deliver to:
FCCA Membership Chair, 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401

The FCCA membership fee is tax deductible and is used to enrich cultural awareness in the Fredericksburg 
area. Operating funds are used for community education activities, gallery maintenance and exhibition costs. 
Members are invited to attend opening receptions and are kept abreast of upcoming art shows, lectures and 
other FCCA activities. Members receive discounts on entry fees for juried shows, classes, workshops, art bus 
trips, and other activities.

Thank you for joining or renewing your membership!
	 								        President

Complete and mail/deliver to FCCA Membership Chair, 813 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Make checks payable to FCCA

NAME

ADDRESS				    CITY			           STATE            ZIP

PHONE(S)						      EMAIL

Select level of tax deductible membership participation:
[  ] Individual $35			         [  ] Friend $50-99		  [  ] Patron $300-499
[  ] Family $40 (includes children under 18)    [  ] Donor $100-249		  [  ] Fellow $500-999
[  ] Senior (62+) or Full-time Student $25         [  ] Sponsor $250-299		  [  ] Benefactor $1,000+

FCCA Membership:  [  ] Renewal or [  ] New member		  Today’s Date:

Cash $	  	    Charge $	            Paypal $	                  Check $	        Check#

The FCCA is a non profit all-volunteer 501 C (3) organization.
I would like to volunteer:  
[  ] Docent    [  ] Teach Classes    [  ] Public Relations    [  ] Building & Grounds    [  ] Hospitality   
[  ] Exhibits    [  ] Fundraising/Grants    [  ] Photography    [  ] Archiving    [  ] Executive Leadership    
[  ] Other 						      [  ] I am an Artist


